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SUBJECT: ASTRONAUTS' MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT OF ECUADOR 

REF: STATE 168305 

1. 1 VERY MUCH APPRECIATE INFORMATION CONTAINED REFTEL THAT 
ASTRONAUT CREW, DURING NOON PASS JULY 18, WILL TRANSMIT GREETINGS 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF ECUADOR AND THE ECUADOREAN PEOPLE. 

2. IT MAY BE OF INTEREST TO NOTE THAT THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF, 

IN ACCEPTING MY INVITATION TO VISIT QUITO STATION, SAID "THE 
MISSION WHICH IS BEING UNDERTAKEN IN SPACE IS A GREAT EFFORT 
ON THE PART OF THE TWO WORLD POWERS ON BEHALF OF PEACE AND 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THEIR COUNTRIES, WHICH WILL BENEFIT THE 
PEOPLES OF ALL COUNTRIES EVERYWHERE, INCLUDING THOSE IN THE 
PROCESS OF DEVELOPING THEMSELVES." THESE REMARKS WERE SUBSE- 
QUENTLY PRINTED VERBATIM IN THE LOCAL PRESS. 
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